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Improvement Plan
Background:  Every semester, the ECN discipline at EMCC administers a common final exam, crafted from student learning outcomes that the ECN professors have collectively decided they want their students to be able to know as a result of taking their courses.  When students document mastery, then this is hard evidence of the learning in our courses.  When many students don’t show mastery, however, then we need to take corrective steps to increase student learning in the new semester.  The goal is not to critique faculty, but to improve our students’ learning over time.
Directions: Based on the Compilation of Team EZ Data for the previous semester, select at least 3 learning outcomes that you would like to focus on improving over the course of the new semester.  The learning outcomes that you choose should start with those where 60% or less of your students answered the questions correctly.

Planning: Fill this out before the new semester begins.

	First Learning Outcome (Final Exam Question): 


LO8 - Identify the unintended consequences of a government imposed price floors. (4)

What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 56% got this right.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
This next semester I will keep a focus on price floors through a discussion assignment focused on the minimum wage, and then relate that to an in-class example of price floor for goods.


Results: How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?.
I did include a new discussion board which talked about the minimum wage as a price floor and related it to a subsequent in-class example.
Results: How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?
Unfortunately, only this led to nearly no change in the number of students that got this question right (54%).

Second Learning Outcome (Final Exam Question): 

LO18- Identify factors that will increase the production capacity of the economy (i.e., what will shift the Long-run aggregate supply to the right). (8)

What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 38% go this correct.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
The plurality of students answered that “an increase in the household savings rate” would NOT increase the LRAS, showing a misunderstanding of the relation between savings, interest rates, investment, and growth.  On the other hand, students need to understand that the exchange rate does NOT impact LRAS, but AD.  The role of savings and economic growth will be emphasized more in the coming semester.
For example, including a discussion assignment that makes a strong connection between the savings rate and investment in the economy.

Results: How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
Though I did take special efforts to emphasize that it was an increase in quality and/or quantity of the factors of production that lead to economic growth (along with a more conducive economic environment, like tighter private property laws and enforcement of contracts), I did not include a new discussion assignment that highlighted this.
Results: How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

Students did even worse than before on this LO, with only 19% (5 students) identifying the correct answer (exchange rates) and the rest (20) identifying the incorrect answer, savings rate.  This is unacceptable and will redouble my efforts this coming semester to move the needle on this.  
Third Learning Outcome (Final Exam Question): 
32. (LO30) – Which of the following will likely increase net exports?
What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 44% of students answered this right.  Most of the wrong answers were in the “all of the above”, showing a disconnect between economic causes and events.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
Enhance opportunities to practice with determinants of net exports.  Give students opportunity to practice graphing the impacts of various determinants changing.
Results: How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
I feel I was moderately success at using more mini-whiteboards to help the students practice with these concepts in class.
Results: How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

Students did much better than before, increasing their performance from 44% to 77%.  The students that got it wrong mostly said “all of the above”, which indicates they identified the factors as being relevant, but could not understand if it increased of decreased next exports.  To improve this in the future, I need to reinforce the directional change of that the cause has on exports.
