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Improvement Plan
Background:  Every semester, the ECN discipline at EMCC administers a common final exam, crafted from student learning outcomes that the ECN professors have collectively decided they want their students to be able to know as a result of taking their courses.  When students document mastery, then this is hard evidence of the learning in our courses.  When many students don’t show mastery, however, then we need to take corrective steps to increase student learning in the new semester.  The goal is not to critique faculty, but to improve our students’ learning over time.
Directions: Based on the Compilation of Team EZ Data for the previous semester, select at least 3 learning outcomes that you would like to focus on improving over the course of the new semester.  The learning outcomes that you choose should start with those where 60% or less of your students answered the questions correctly.
First Learning Outcome:

12. (LO9) When the price of artichokes decrease by 20%, quantity demanded increases in 40%.  What is the price elasticity of demand for artichokes?
What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

	


Only 53% (9 students) answered it right.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
Include more practice with calculating elasticity soley by percentages, instead of arc price elasticity.
Results:  How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
I feel that I did a good job using more straight percentage change calculations in addition to the use of the arc elasticity method so that students got a better understanding of the concept of elasticity, not just memorizing the math.
Results:  How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

There was virtually no change in the students correct answer rate at 52.9%.
Second Learning Outcome:

	13.   (LO10) Which of the following changes would increase the price elasticity of demand of a good?


	What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?
Only 41% (7 students) got this right, discipline average of 53%.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
Give more practice with how the determinants of elasticity make the demand curve more or less elastic.
Results:  How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
I feel that I covered this concept moderately more than in previous semesters.  Knowing that this was an issue led me to stress some key points about the concept.
Results:  How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

	Again, a remarkable consistency of results from the previous semester at 41%.


Third Learning Outcome:
24. (LO21) Refer to Exhibit III.  Which part of the above graph shows “economies of scale”?
What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 24% of students got this right, compared to discipline average of 66% (including me).
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
Students need to practice graphing the economies of scales on the mini whiteboards.
Results:  How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
I don’t think that I was very effective at adding coverage to this concept as I felt rushed to keep on track with the class and move on to chapter 9.
Results:  How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?
Only 24% got this correct.  Most marked b as the answer, showing that they thought “economies of scales” referred to “constant return to scale”.  I believe there needs to be more review on the difference between “economies of scale’ and “constant return to scale”.
