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Improvement Plan
Background:  Every semester, the ECN discipline at EMCC administers a common final exam, crafted from student learning outcomes that the ECN professors have collectively decided they want their students to be able to know as a result of taking their courses.  When students document mastery, then this is hard evidence of the learning in our courses.  When many students don’t show mastery, however, then we need to take corrective steps to increase student learning in the new semester.  The goal is not to critique faculty, but to improve our students’ learning over time.
Directions: Based on the Compilation of Team EZ Data for the previous semester, select at least 3 learning outcomes that you would like to focus on improving over the course of the new semester.  The learning outcomes that you choose should start with those where 60% or less of your students answered the questions correctly.
First Learning Outcome:

LO4 - Identify who has a comparative advantage between two parties based on opportunity costs. (question 5)
What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 22% of my students answered this correctly, below the discipline average of 45%.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
The majority of students seem to be confused between comparative advantage and absolute advantage.  I need to contrast they concepts more and give additional time for practice.
Results:  How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
We spent a little more time on this concept, but not as much as I would have liked.  I did bring up the topic again more often in chapters after chapter 2, and that might have helped.

Results:  How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

Big improvement- 76% of my students answered this correctly (it was 22% last semester).  Probably the biggest factor would be the quality of students in this particular section, but perhaps some was due to the teaching difference.
Second Learning Outcome:

	21.  LO18 - If for the next unit of output produced, the marginal cost (MC) is below the average total cost (ATC), then ATC is 


What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 39% of students got it correct, below the discipline average of 50%.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
Have students create their own example of the relation between “the marginal” and “the average”, share examples with classmates.
Results:  How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
We really focused on the “marginal-average” concept in detail, connecting it back with the GPA example, and other examples like average speed on a car trip.

Results:  How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

Again, quite remarkable.  The scores improved from 39% (Spring 2011) to 76% (Fall 2011).
Third Learning Outcome:
	30. LO25 – If a firm is earning a positive economic profit, then the firm is definitely which of the following conditions?


What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?
Only 33% of students got it correct, below the discipline average of 45%.

How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
Have students work on a worksheet where they are given price, ATC, and quantity, and have them calculate profit.  Make key take home point- what is the relation between P, ATC, and profit?
Results:  How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
I didn’t make the worksheet, but we did focus more on the relation between P, ATC, and profit during chapter 9.
Results:  How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

A whopping 82% of my students got this right, up from 33% last semester.  These students were really something else.
