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Information 

Competency

Level 1/ Beginner Level 2/ Satisfactory  Level 3/ Proficient

Framing the Research 

Question

Recognizes the need 

for information to 

answer the question

Recognizes the 

information need for 

the appropriate 

topic, identifies key 

concepts & related 

terms

Identifies key concepts & 

related terms and locates 

quality resources to meet 

that need

Accessing Sources

Uses a minimal 

number and/or types 

of sources to retrieve 

information

Used various types 

of information 

sources databases, 

books newspapers 

etc.

Uses significant number of 

sources including primary 

& secondary

Evaluation of 

Information 

Resources

Uncertain as to 

whether the original 

information need has 

been satisfied

Appears information 

need has been 

satisfied, uses 

various sources from 

differing viewpoints

Meets requirements of 

Level 2 & uses a variety of 

peer-reviewed sources

Create Original Work

Uncertain if cited 

sources support thesis 

or informational need 

of original work

Cited sources seem 

to support original 

work and 

investigates differing 

viewpoints

Meets requirement of 

Level 2 & uses formal 

citation format cites a 

variety of strong sources
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		Information Competency		Level 1/ Beginner		Level 2/ Satisfactory 		Level 3/ Proficient

		Framing the Research Question		Recognizes the need for information to answer the question		Recognizes the information need for the appropriate topic, identifies key concepts & related terms		Identifies key concepts & related terms and locates quality resources to meet that need

		Accessing Sources		Uses a minimal number and/or types of sources to retrieve information		Used various types of information sources databases, books newspapers etc.		Uses significant number of sources including primary & secondary

		Evaluation of Information Resources		Uncertain as to whether the original information need has been satisfied		Appears information need has been satisfied, uses various sources from differing viewpoints		Meets requirements of Level 2 & uses a variety of peer-reviewed sources

		Create Original Work		Uncertain if cited sources support thesis or informational need of original work		Cited sources seem to support original work and investigates differing viewpoints		Meets requirement of Level 2 & uses formal citation format cites a variety of strong sources














