Calculus Journal Expectations
A composition notebook is preferred; a bound notebook must be used.  You cannot write in the journal during class. Information is journaled after class. Leave the first 2-3 pages free. This is where you will enter your Table of Contents (TOC).
1. TOC format:   Date (of topic)
Topic(s) Title
Page # (where notes start)

2. Number each remaining page of the book in the top right corner of the page.

3. Format of entries:
a. Top of page – Date of entry 
b. Summary of the topics covered – a bulleted list is recommended
i. Reading/Reflections-
a.  An outline of the topic that demonstrates synthesis of ideas/concepts and clear understanding. Should include illustrations (when appropriate), clear language, example problems worked-out
b. You should also identify how the ideas relate to your previous understanding of course material along with making connections to physics/engineering (if applicable) and identify any remaining questions related to the subject. Make questions specific and leave space to include answer.

ii. Practicum questions- do a minimum of 3-5 problems, of your choice
a. Left pages.
· Write the questions.
· Fully work-out the solution and include all steps in solving the problems 

· Identify the answer with correct units.
b. Right pages- Explain all steps used in solving the problems.  WHY did you choose the method you did?  WHY did this method make sense in solving as compared to utilizing another method?  Does you answer make sense?  Why or why not?  Identify your thoughts about the process, remaining questions, epiphanies, and challenges.
4. Leave 1 page at the end of each dated entry to include other questions, pertinent to the course, that you may still have or add “Aha” moments.  
Grading of Journals

Journals will either be right or wrong and will be randomly collected throughout the semester.   For each journal entry, here is the grading system:
If you meet all of the above criteria – full points.     

If you somewhat meet the above criteria – 0 points
If you didn’t do a journal entry – 0 points

All students who attempted to do a journal entry but did not fulfill the above criteria be given a chance to improve their journal to receive full points.  All students who didn’t do a journal entry will not be given the opportunity to improve their score for that day’s collection.   

This is NOT a notebook.  You are writing your own study guide/textbook for the course.  If you need to study other materials, then your journal is not “good enough.”  You may include content from other sources in the journal, but you must explain the content and not just do “math.”  

