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Improvement Plan
Background:  Every semester, the ECN discipline at EMCC administers a common final exam, crafted from student learning outcomes that the ECN professors have collectively decided they want their students to be able to know as a result of taking their courses.  When students document mastery, then this is hard evidence of the learning in our courses.  When many students don’t show mastery, however, then we need to take corrective steps to increase student learning in the new semester.  The goal is not to critique faculty, but to improve our students’ learning over time.
Directions: Based on the Compilation of Team EZ Data for the previous semester, select at least 3 learning outcomes that you would like to focus on improving over the course of the new semester.  The learning outcomes that you choose should start with those where 60% or less of your students answered the questions correctly.

Planning: Fill this out before the new semester begins.

	First Learning Outcome (Final Exam Question): 


23. (LO21) What would make the value of the U.S. dollar depreciate?
What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 35% got this right.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
When covering the foreign exchange market, give students more practice with what will appreciate or depreciate the value of the dollar.

Results: How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
I definitely dedicated more time to this topic, but didn’t create any additional worksheets or aids to help them practice.
Results: How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

I got nearly the same results as last time.  This LO is particularly stubborn and I need to think outside the box next semester to boost these scores.
Second Learning Outcome (Final Exam Question): 

22. (LO 20) The Federal Reserve wants to increase the money supply.  What could they do?
What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 53% go this correct.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
Give more practice and repetition with the tools of monetary policy.
Results: How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
 I did much more practice with students on this concept, reinforcing the concept over multiple class periods (in short snippets).
Results: How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?
A remarkable improvement in scores, 93% got this correct this time.  I will continue with this teaching strategy in the coming semester.

Third Learning Outcome (Final Exam Question): 
15. (LO 13):  Refer to Exhibit 5.  Calculate the GDP for this economy using the expenditure approach.
What is the evidence that your students haven’t mastered this learning outcome?

Only 36% of students answered this right.
How will you change the curriculum or your teaching to improve these scores for the next semester?
Give more practice and repetition with numerical examples of GDP calculations. 
Results: How successful do you believe you were in implementing your improvement plan?
I did incorporate an example where students had to find GDP by summing up the correct numbers.
Results: How did your students perform this semester relative to last semester?

Students did much better (62% correct, compared to 36% before), but there is still room for more improvement by re-emphasizing this concept more times in the semester.
