“Democratic Decision Making in the Classroom” Instructions
1) Instructor initiates discussion of possible debate topics by discussing what topics were covered in past semesters.

2) Class time is spent discussing what interests students have in the area of medical ethics or health care in general.

3) From this discussion a list of 8-10 general topics are decided upon by the students.

4) Students then vote on the topics. The top 4 vote receivers are then used as the general topics of the debates.

5) Class discussion then turns to formulating specific debate questions that are directly relevant to the general topics. Students are responsible for formulating several possible debate questions, though the instructor may help with wording that lends itself to formal debates.

6) Students then vote on the questions. Again the top vote receiver in each topic is established as the question for the debate.
